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SUBJECT: MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATION (B.COM)

Module 1: Introduction to Management
Exhaustive Academic Edition • Calicut University Core Syllabus (Units 1 – 5)

1 Concept of Management: Nature, Significance, and Functions

The Concept of Management

Management is universally defined as the art and science of getting things done through and with people in

formally organized groups. It is the core operational engine that integrates isolated resources—Men, Money,

Materials,  Machines,  and Methods (The 5 M's)—to achieve predetermined corporate goals efficiently and

effectively. According to Mary Parker Follett, management is "the art of getting things done through people."

Modern perspectives view it as a continuous process of planning, organizing, leading, and controlling.

Nature and Characteristics of Management

Goal-Oriented Process: Management has no justification to exist outside of achieving explicit

organizational objectives.

Pervasive (Universal): Managerial principles are applicable across all organizational archetypes—

corporate, non-profit, military, and academic.

Multidisciplinary: It draws heavily on knowledge frameworks from economics, psychology, sociology, and

statistics to formulate behavioral and operational models.

Intangible Force: Management cannot be physically touched, but its presence is intensely felt through the

results it produces: high productivity, employee morale, and financial output.

Dynamic and Adaptive: Management systems are not rigid. They must continuously mutate to survive

external macroeconomic, technological, and political disruptions.

Significance of Management

An  enterprise  without  management  is  merely  a  collection  of  uncoordinated  resources.  Management

establishes  a  sound  organizational  structure,  reduces  operational  costs  through  resource  optimization,

provides vision and leadership, and establishes equilibrium between the organization and its shifting external

environment.

The Functions of Management (P-O-L-C Framework)

The operational lifecycle of a manager is categorized into four primary functional pillars:
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1. Planning: The foundational function. It involves forecasting the future, setting corporate

objectives, and deciding in advance what to do, how to do it, and who is to do it. It bridges the

gap between where the firm is and where it wants to be.

2. Organizing: The structural function. It involves identifying required tasks, grouping them

into logical departments, assigning duties, delegating authority, and establishing resource-

reporting hierarchies.

3. Leading (Directing): The interpersonal function. It requires communicating vision,

motivating employees, providing leadership, and managing group dynamics to execute the

planned objectives successfully.

4. Controlling: The regulatory function. It is the process of establishing performance

standards, measuring actual ongoing performance against those standards, analyzing

variances, and taking immediate corrective action to keep the organization on track.

2 Evolution of Management Theories: F.W. Taylor and Henri Fayol

F.W. Taylor and Scientific Management

Frederick  Winslow  Taylor  is  recognized  globally  as  the  Father  of  Scientific  Management.  Discarding

intuitive,  trial-and-error  decision  making,  Taylor  proposed applying  rigid  scientific  methods—such as  time

tracking, motion studies, and fatigue analysis—to optimize industrial shop-floor efficiency.

The Four Core Principles of Scientific Management:

Science, Not Rule of Thumb: Replacing traditional guess-work with precise scientific investigation

for every element of a worker's job.

Harmony, Not Discord: Fostering complete mental revolution and mutual alignment between

management and labor, eliminating class conflict.

Cooperation, Not Individualism: Ensuring work is accomplished through mutual confidence rather

than isolated, individualistic effort.

Maximum Output: Developing every worker to their greatest efficiency and prosperity via

systematic training and differential piece-rate wage systems.

Henri Fayol and Administrative Management

While Taylor focused on the micro-level efficiency of factory workers (shop-floor level), Henri Fayol focused on

the macro-level structure of the entire enterprise, earning him the title of the Father of Modern Operational
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Management.  He  defined  the  primary  functions  of  management  (Planning,  Organizing,  Commanding,

Coordinating, Controlling) and formalized 14 foundational principles.

Fayol’s 14 Principles of Management:

1. Division of Work: Specialization increases

output.

2. Authority & Responsibility: Power to give

orders paired with accountability.

3. Discipline: Respect for organizational rules.

4. Unity of Command: Receive orders from one

boss only.

5. Unity of Direction: One head and one plan for

related activities.

6. Subordination of Individual Interest: Company

goals precede personal goals.

7. Remuneration: Fair and equitable wage

systems.

8. Centralization & Decentralization: Balancing

decision-making power.

9. Scalar Chain: Unbroken line of authority from

top to bottom.

10. Order: A place for everything and everything in

its place.

11. Equity: Kindness and justice in dealing with

subordinates.

12. Stability of Tenure: Minimizing employee

turnover.

13. Initiative: Allowing employees to originate

plans.

14. Esprit de Corps: Promoting team spirit and

unity.

3 Major Contributions: Elton Mayo, Mary Parker Follett, and C.K.

Prahalad

I. Elton Mayo and the Human Relations Movement

Elton Mayo is widely regarded as the founder of the Human Relations Movement. He directed the famous

Hawthorne Studies (1924–1932) at the Western Electric Company. Initially designed to test how physical

conditions (like factory lighting) affected productivity, the experiments yielded a massive paradigm shift:

The Hawthorne Effect: Workers increased productivity simply because they felt they were being observed

and that management cared about their well-being.

Social Over Economic Factors: Mayo proved that employees are not merely "economic men" motivated

solely by wages (as Taylor suggested). Group dynamics, social interactions, informal networks, and

psychological recognition heavily dictate worker output and morale.
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II. Mary Parker Follett: The Prophet of Management

Mary  Parker  Follett  was  a  pioneer  in  organizational  behavior.  She  introduced  deeply  humanistic  and

psychological frameworks into management decades before they became mainstream.

Constructive Conflict: Follett argued that conflict is neither good nor bad, but a natural friction. Instead of

domination or compromise, she advocated for Integration—finding a creative solution where both parties'

desires are fulfilled without sacrifice.

Power With vs. Power Over: She challenged traditional coercive authority ("Power Over"), replacing it

with collaborative, co-active authority ("Power With").

The Law of the Situation: Depersonalizing orders. Directives should not flow from personal executive

ego, but should be dictated purely by the objective requirements of the situation itself.

III. C.K. Prahalad: Strategic Management and Global Strategy

Coimbatore Krishnarao Prahalad was a titan of modern strategic management. His frameworks revolutionized

how modern global corporations design their competitive architectures.

Core Competence (with Gary Hamel): The concept that a firm's long-term competitive advantage relies

on identifying and nurturing unique, internal technical capabilities and knowledge structures that

competitors cannot easily imitate, rather than just competing on price or product.

The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid (BOP): Prahalad famously argued that the world’s poorest

socio-economic demographics represent an immense, untapped consumer market. By innovating low-cost,

high-volume distribution and manufacturing models, corporations can drive massive profitability while

simultaneously eradicating global poverty.

4 Planning: Types of Plans, The Planning Process, and Challenges

The Concept of Planning

Planning is the cognitive, forward-looking phase of management. It bridges the gap between current realities

and future aspirations by determining the course of action in advance. It is a continuous, pervasive, and highly

intellectual process.

Types of Plans

Corporate plans are categorized by their hierarchical scope and frequency of use:

Category Description and Sub-Types

Strategic Plans Formulated by Top-Level Management. Long-term roadmaps outlining the

organization's overarching mission, market positioning, and resource allocation

(e.g., a 5-year global expansion roadmap).
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Category Description and Sub-Types

Tactical Plans Formulated by Middle Management. Medium-term blueprints that translate high-

level strategic objectives into specific departmental actions.

Operational Plans Formulated by Lower Management. Short-term, highly detailed plans governing

day-to-day routine activities on the execution floor.

Standing Plans Plans designed for repeated use in recurring situations. Includes Policies (general

guidelines), Procedures (step-by-step methods), and Rules (strict mandates).

Single-Use Plans Developed to achieve a specific, one-time goal and discarded after execution.

Includes Programs (complex, multi-step ventures) and Budgets (quantitative

financial forecasts).

The Sequential Planning Process

Effective corporate planning operates through a logical sequence of execution phases:

Establish Objectives: Defining explicit, measurable, and time-bound goals.

Develop Planning Premises: Establishing the foundational assumptions regarding the future environment

(e.g., forecasting inflation rates or technology shifts).

Identify Alternative Courses of Action: Brainstorming multiple distinct pathways to achieve the

established objective.

Evaluate Alternatives: Weighing the pros, cons, costs, and risks associated with each pathway.

Select the Optimum Plan: Making the executive decision to commit resources to the best alternative.

Implement the Plan: Translating theoretical models into physical organizational action.

Follow-Up / Review: Continuously auditing execution data against targets to identify deviations.

Challenges and Barriers in Planning

Planning is inherently constrained by several  structural  barriers.  It  induces  Rigidity,  making it  difficult  for

organizations to pivot during sudden market shocks. It  is highly  Time and Cost Consuming,  demanding

expensive predictive analytics and executive hours. Furthermore, plans operate on future assumptions; rapid

environmental  changes  (e.g.,  a  sudden  regulatory  shift  or  pandemic)  can  instantly  render  a  rigid  plan

obsolete.  Finally,  over-reliance  on  a  successful  plan  can  create  a  False  Sense  of  Security,  lowering

managerial vigilance.
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5 Decision Making Process, M.B.O., and Effective Problem Solving

The Decision Making Process

Decision making is the cognitive act of selecting the optimal course of action from among multiple available

alternatives. It is the core mechanism through which planning becomes action.

1. Define the Problem: Accurately diagnosing the root cause of the friction point, rather than

merely addressing surface-level symptoms.

2. Gather Intelligence: Collecting quantitative and qualitative data relevant to the diagnostic

matrix.

3. Develop Alternatives: Generating a wide array of potential solutions without immediate

judgment.

4. Evaluate Alternatives: Filtering options through constraints such as budget, timeline, and

risk tolerance.

5. Execute the Decision: Committing organizational capital to the chosen path.

Management By Objectives (M.B.O.)

Pioneered by Peter Drucker in 1954, Management by Objectives (MBO) is a strategic management model

that aims to improve organizational performance by clearly defining objectives that are agreed to by both

management and employees. It shifts focus from purely tracking activities to tracking verifiable results.

The MBO Implementation Cycle:

• Goal Alignment: Top management sets macro corporate goals. 

• Joint Target Setting: Managers and subordinates sit together to negotiate and define

specific, measurable individual goals that align with the macro objectives. This secures

employee buy-in. 

• Action Planning: Subordinates develop autonomous action plans to achieve their

targets. 

• Periodic Performance Review: Continuous, data-driven feedback loops to monitor

progress, rather than waiting for annual appraisals. 
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Strategies for Effective Decision Making and Problem Solving

Modern organizations employ structured analytical frameworks to optimize problem-solving capabilities and

bypass cognitive biases:

Brainstorming: A group creativity technique designed to generate a massive volume of ideas rapidly.

Crucially, all criticism is suspended during the generation phase to encourage unorthodox thinking.

The Delphi Technique: A forecasting method relying on a panel of isolated experts. Experts answer

questionnaires anonymously across multiple rounds. A facilitator aggregates the data, allowing the group to

converge on a consensus without dominant personalities hijacking the conversation.

Nominal Group Technique: Similar to brainstorming but highly structured. Participants write down their

ideas silently, present them one by one without debate, and then the group mathematically ranks or votes

on the best options to secure an objective decision.

SWOT Analysis: Evaluating the internal Strengths and Weaknesses alongside external Opportunities and 

Threats to ensure decisions are contextually grounded.

Pareto Analysis (The 80/20 Rule): A decision-making tool identifying the critical few variables driving the

majority of outcomes (e.g., identifying that 80% of operational problems are caused by 20% of the

workflow bottlenecks), allowing management to target resources efficiently.

End of Module 1 • Subject: Management Principles and Application
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